
TEMPLATE FOR COLLECTION OF BEST PRACTICES

Code of the good practices
Country Progressive number Value chain code
IT 01 E

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

This template is a tool developed within the project Express: EXchange of Practices for Refugees and
migrants' Self-entrepreneurship, an Erasmus + project, under Key Actions 2/Exchange of best practice. The
aim of the project is to empower young migrants and refugees, creating and/or strengthening - where
existing - supporting services for the development of self-enterprises by this target population. 

The practices collected within the project will be shared with practitioners/organisations working with young
refugees and migrants and will constitute the content of a Learning, Teaching and Training Activity to be
delivered to partner organisations.

STEP REPRESENTED IN THE VALUE CHAIN FOR SELF-ENTREPRENEURSHIP

(please select 1 or more field in which the practice can be considered as representative. It is important to
select the prior field, but others can be selected as secondary)

A. Competence assessment of young migrants/refugees

B. Training on self-entrepreneurship (prior field)

C. Mentoring scheme

D. Informative campaign

E. Networking activities

F. Support to access financing/social financing

G. Other: (specify) __________________________________________



GENERAL “TECHNICAL” INFORMATION

TITLE: STARTUPS WITHOUT BORDERS

COUNTRY: Europe and other country

TYPE OF INITIATIVE: Project

ACTORS: Public and private

BUDGET: Not detected

FINANCING SOURCE: Financing source is determined by public and private investors

DURATION: Still running

DATE /YEAR: 2017

GEOGRAPHICAL COVERAGE: Europe and other country

SDG COVERED:

SOURCE:

MOTIVATION/SELECTION

CRITERIA:

We have chosen this example, because it is a start-up that has managed to create
an incredible network between companies, banks, universities, public and private
investors. It is an incubator and accelerator of contacts between migrant
entrepreneurs and investors.



“CONTENT” INFORMATION

ADDRESSED NEEDS

(VALUE/MAIN GOAL):

Startups Without Borders (SWB) is a concrete example that using technological
tools (web, apps, online platforms), a borderless network of businesses, people
and public entities can be created, from the Maghreb to all of Europe and
beyond.

TARGET

POPULATION/BENEFICIARY:

SWB address all refugee or migrant entrepreneurs who want to develop and
expand their businesses.

LOCAL CONTEXT: Europe and other countries (international level)

SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE

PRACTICE/MODEL:

SWB organizes events that connect migrant and refugee entrepreneurs with
startup ecosystems in Europe and the Middle East, bringing together investors,
incubators, mentors and companies with the aim of creating new realities or
developing and expanding existing ones.
Excellent partners include: The American University in Cairo which is also home
to an AUC V-LABS accelerator; Nyenrode Business University of Amsterdam; Hult
International Business School which with its 7 state-of-the-art campuses in the
world's most influential markets, brings together creative and open-minded
people from around the world in the heart of Silicon Valley, to find solutions to
the world's most pressing problems.
Other partners are: Singa; Startup Haus Cairo; Unhcr; Link Campus University;
John Cabot University; Egypt Innovate and many others.
Examples of events organized by SWB:

- The first online international summit, broadcast in streaming from the
stages of Amsterdam (Nyenrode), Cairo (AUC V — LABS) and from
various stages in San Francisco, ended in November 2020. It hit a record
of 1,000 attendees, 95 speakers and 48 sessions, which resulted in
11,000 connections made during the event in a single day.

- Opportunities for meetings with start-ups led by migrants and refugees;
- Opportunities for meetings with investors and start-ups led by “locals”;
- Podcast with tips for developing the business or with speakers of past

events;
- Stories of refugee entrepreneurs who boosted their businesses.

MONITORING PROCESS: Not applicable

IMPACT &RESULTS:

SWB has stimulated the creation of new entrepreneurial realities managed by
refugees, new start-ups, new markets using the web as a relationship
accelerator.
The site describes all the examples of start-ups of various types and from
different countries (from Lebanon, Egypt, Jordan, etc.) that have managed to
gain visibility on European markets, thus obtaining funding from investors who
believed in them.
Among the services provided we can surely say that these are the most relevant
and impacting:



Content & Media: Startups Without Borders is setting off to raise the profile of
refugee and migrant entrepreneurs, defying preconceptions and inspiring
younger generations by providing role models for their future ventures.
Events: The refugee start-up ecosystem, in one place. Their events connect
migrant and refugee entrepreneurs with start-up ecosystems in Europe and the
Middle East, to gather investors, incubators, mentors, and corporations with a
passion for creating new realities.
SWB has actually more than 12,000 members among Italy, Netherlands and
Czech Republic in Europe and Lebanon, Palestine, Egypt, Jordan and Iraq in
Northern Africa/Middle East.
There are no official reports on numbers and outreach of SWB actions.

SUSTAINABILITY/VIABILITY

The project is still on going and on the intentions is to run activity for long time.
We can assume that the sustainability is both guaranteed through service
provision (support to start-up phase, events ticketing, etc.) and by private
donations.

SUCCESS FACTORS:

Success factor: creation of international events that bring business ideas from
refugee people to the market. World migration is constantly increasing and
consequently the market that is created will also be increasingly important for
the economies of those countries, especially European ones, which welcome
this constant flow.

NETWORKS/ACTORS

SUPPORTING THE PRACTICE:

The network of public and private entities is extensive. They range from
European countries to those of the Middle East. It also has partners in North
America.

ASSOCIATED RISKS: There are no particular risks associated with continuing this practice.

Notes for collectors:
1. Please, catalogue your practice in the file name as follows: Country acronym _ letter of the value chain

represented _ nr. of the practice _ name of the practice. (e.g. SE_A_1_aaaa). This will support in the
reporting phase.

2. Please indicate the working methodology used to collect the practice (e.g. interviews, web research,
direct compiling of selected organisation, etc.)
The practice has been collected through a dedicated web research.


